DALLYING WITH  THE  CROWN".                    461
he would accept it, unless they took this way to destroy him." l
On the Friday following Alderman Pack's broaching of the subject, the Kingship, having reached the public as a matter of news, was a question of very general debate. New party lines were instantly formed to square with the new proposition. And a delegation of one hundred officers came to the Lord Protector to tell him that they had heard of the project with real dismay; that its evil effects would be a scandal to the people of God ; hazardous to His Highness's person ; and would clear the way for the return of Charles Stuart.
Oliver answered them, that he now specifically heard of this project for the first time ; he had not been caballing about it, for it or against it. He said, with some scorn, that the title of King need not startle them so palpably, as they had already offered it to him and pressed him to accept it when his Government was formed ! The title was a mere feather in the hat. He suggested that all expedients had thus far failed. The Little Parliament, the First Protectorate Parliament, the Major-Generalcies had merely increased the common embarrassment. A House of Lords, as proposed to accompany the Kingship, would have a real value as a check upon any arbitrary propensities of a Single House of Commons. This was a reference to the case of one James Naylor who had permitted a company of ignorant women to worship him as Christ; whereupon this Parliament had condemned him to ride in a cart with his face to the tail, to be whipped, to be branded, to be set in the pillory, to be bored through the tongue with a hot iron, and then to labour in prison.3 He dismissed the officers somewhat sharply ; the matter was not in shape for him to say Yes or No.
On Thursday, March 31st, the Parliament waited upon him in the banqueting house in Whitehall, and presented their Petition and Advice, in which they offered him the Kingship with the power of naming his own successor. It was this prin-
1 Clarendon, vol. vii., p. 196.                              >J Whitelock, vol. iv., p. 283.